
Museum Hours and locations: 

 

THS office and  Rail Depot Museum 

473 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy 

Summer hours through September 

Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Winter hours may vary,  so please call the office 

for times October-May 

 

The Harlow House Museum  

726 E Historic Columbai River Hwy 

 and  

The Barn Museum 

732 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy 

 are open the third Saturday of each month. 
 (May depend on the weather in the Winter).  

For larger groups, or private tours of the 

museums, please call the office to make 

arrangements 

Troutdale Historical Society 

Mailing: 104 SE Kibling St. 

Troutdale Oregon 97060 

503-661-2164 

 

www.troutdalehistory.org 

 

Find us on facebook 

 
Troutdale 
Historical 
Society 

Preserving the Past,  

Embracing the Future 

     Our business is old business at the Troutdale His-

torical Society.  We focus on the past.  We are 

pledged to preserve the history of the Troutdale area 

as well as the Sandy River and the Columbia River 

Gorge. 

     The Troutdale Historical society offers entertain-

ing and informative monthly programs from Novem-

ber through the summer.  Special events throughout 

the year include our annual Salmon Bake, a Troutdale 

School reunion and a festive Christmas open house.  

There is  also an annual Cemetery tour in May and a 

newly added  museum Round Robin where you can 

take all day and visit many local museums.   

     Our three museumsï the Harlow House, the Depot 

Rail Museum and the Barn Museum - serve to edu-

cate the immediate community and visitors about the 

history of Troutdale and surrounding areas through 

rotating exhibits rich with history and highlighting 

Troutdaleôs uniqueness. 

     Membership in the society provides newsletters, 

published 10 times a year to keep up with such activi-

ties as our Troutdale Treks, a reduction in member-

ship cost for the Oregon Historical Society and a part 

in running our Troutdale Rail Depot, Harlow House 

and Barn Museums. 
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 The Troutdale Historical Society 

The Barn Museum 

                 732 E. Columbia River Hwy 

Harlow House Museum 

               726  E. Columbia River Hwy 

The Rail Depot Museum 

                            473 E. Columbia River Hwy. 

      On November 20, 1882 a rail line was built                          

through what is now Troutdale and east through the Columbia 

River Gorge. 

Troutdaleôs founder, Capt John Harlow, asked railroad builders 

to establish a depot at his town site.  When they refused, he 

sailed his small riverboat up the Sandy River during a spring 

freshet and declared the river navigable. 

     Harlow demanded an expensive draw bridge to accommo-

date river traffic instead of the trestle planned by railroad build-

ers.  He obligingly withdrew his demand when the railroad 

bowed to his wishes for a depot. 

     Troutdale grew up along the tracks, a one-sided main street 

facing what is now the Union Pacific line.  The town flourished 

and once boasted a meat packing plant, a five-story distillery, a 

lumber mill, an opera house and its own newspaper. 

     The original 1882 depot burned in 1907.  The existing struc-

ture was built to replace it the same year.  Indoor restrooms 

were later added and the trackside bay area altered.  Otherwise, 

the building, which was the shipping site of many carloads of 

fresh vegetables, is much the same as when it was new.  The 

station agentôs office contains railroad artifacts donated by 

local residents. 

     The depot was given to Troutdale by the Union Pacific Rail-

road in 1976.  It was moved from the original site, on the north 

side of  the tracks, to its current location.  The caboose was 

added to the grounds when it was donated by the railroad in 

1987. 

     This Home was built in 1900 on what was known as the 

òHarlow Farmò by Fred E. Harlow, son of Capt. John Harlow, 

Troutdaleôs founder.   

     Originally a sea captain from Maine, Capt. Harlow was a 

Portland businessman who came to the Sandy River to establish 

a country farm.  He named his place Troutdale because of the 

fish ponds he built near the cliff.  When the railroad was built 

from Portland through the Columbia River Gorge in 1882 he 

convinced them to establish a depot, which took the name of the 

farm. 

     Fred Harlow and his family lived in the home until about 

1915.  The second occupants of the home were Lou Harlow, 

another of the captainôs sons, and his wife Laura Bullock Har-

low.  Both Lou and Laura were mayors of Troutdale. 

     The knoll on which the house stands kept it above the 1948 

flood waters.  The contents of the house includes household 

goods from both the Harlow families as well as many items 

donated by residents of the area. 

     The Harlow House is on the National Register of Historical 

Places.  The grounds of the Harlow House are part of the city 

park system. 

     Our Barn Museum was the brainchild of John Nasmyth, 

who was one of the founding members of the Troutdale His-

torical Society.  He suggested the society needed a place to 

display and store all the farm equipment and other artifacts 

being donated.  His idea of funding was to bring a check 

every time he had a notion to do something. 

     Members went to work designing and building the barn 

in their spare time.  Dick Jones, who discovered the society 

through a tour of historic homes, contributed many hours to 

the construction of the barn.  He is considered the main 

builder.  Ten years later, the museum was completed enough 

to hold an exhibit. 

     In 1998 the first exhibit opened entitled ñ Smelt Runò! A 

Fish Story,ò coinciding with the society's 30th anniversary.  

Included in the exhibit were a collection of pictures, text and 

artifacts of the Troutdale smelt runs that once drew thou-

sands of visitors to the Sandy River.  A glimmer from the 

small silver fish in the spring run-off, and the news of the 

smelt run spread quickly from Troutdale to Gresham and to 

East Portland. 

     The current exhibit in the Barn Museum is entitled ñWhat 

Went Byò and is tribute to the 100 year birthday of Trout-

dale.  It consists of vintage photos illustrating the influences 

of  the Columbia and Sandy rivers, the Historic Columbia 

River Highway, the airport and the railroad had on Trout-

dale's  growth through the century.  There are two murals 

painted by local artist Kathy Allegri, a horse drawn buggy a 

very special slide show comprised of more than 200 photos 

from the historical societyôs extensive photo collection and 

much, much more. 

(picture) 


