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Newsletter of the Troutdale Historical Society

THS + CAL = Great Learning, Great Promotion
by Len Otto
Exciting things are happening! The Troutdale Historical Society (THS) Exhibit Commit
tee's goal of getting students involved with the Historic Columbia River Highway exhibit is
making great progress. On December 17th, the Center for Advanced Learning (CAL) re
ceived news that a $50,000 Oregon Arts Commission (OAC) grant for which they had ap
plied had been funded in full. It was the only application to receive the full $50,000. The
THS King of Roads Exhibit will benefit from all of it.
In late summer of 2013, several members of the THS Exhibit Committee approached CAL
Director Carol Egan and teacher Cane Prevost about developing a website for the King of
Roads exhibit. Both Carol and Cane were enthusiastic, but had bigger and better ideas in
mind. Cane teaches not only web design, but marketing, and already had a partner in
Gresham residents Steve and Haley Lewis' advertising firm, Lewis Creative.

The OAC grant, Connecting Students to the World of Work, will enable CAL students to do
a number of things:
• develop a full fledged advertising campaign for the King of Roads exhibit with print, video,
and voice media
• develop a King-Of-Roads.org website for the exhibit
• the four paid internships will be filled by CAL students. Lewis Creative will work with two
students on the final design of the website, two students on the print, voice, and video
advertising component.
• work with Troutdale Historical Society (THS) members on the content of the exhibit, ad
vertising campaign, and website, including field trips to the highway, the videotaping of
local experts (Steve Lehl, Jeanette Kloos, Kevin Price, and others) for the exhibit, adver
tising materials, and developing hands on learning activities for younger students of all
ages.
As the OAC press release stated, "Awards range from $22,000... to $50,000 for the Center
for Advanced Learning's...development of an ad campaign and promotional website for the
Troutdale Historical Society's recognition of the Historic Columbia [River] Highway anni
versary." The money received by CAL will be used not just for the internships, but will pay
for the printing and distribution of materials to appear at visitors' centers and rest stops
around the state, and exposure on television and radio.
The website will be paired with the existing THS website, but will be specific to the exhibit,
showcasing some of the stories we hope to tell, some of the photos and artifacts that will be
present, and likely a video or two of people talking about the highway and its history.
The CAL students' talent and energy are wonderful assets in helping develop this im
portant project. We are excited to be able to provide this opportunity to them. We also are
excited for the kind of exposure Troutdale, THS, and the King of Roads ~ Byway of the
People exhibit will realize.
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