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ONE IMES
THE  NEWSLETTER  OF  THE  TROUTDALE  H ISTORICAL  SOCIETY

Winter Along the Highway
Ice Storm, November 1921
Troutdale and
Columbia River Gorge

Jess Coons stands 
in the doorway of his 
home on Harlow Ave-
nue (built in 1901). It 
is a currently a private 
residence. 

Troutdale State Bank Building (now Troutdale Law Firm, Richard A. Weill). Built in 
1920 on the corner of Willamette (now Buxton Road) and Columbia Street. 

A snow and ice storm raged through the Columbia River Gorge in November 1921. It dropped 
54” of snow in The Dalles, 37.5” in Hood River and 27.5” in Cascade Locks. It stranded 63 pas-
sengers on an Oregon Washington Railroad & Navigation train for three days near Bridal Veil. To 
keep the passengers warm, the steam engine needed to keep running. A pipeline to feed water 
to the engine was laid to the Bridal Veil Lumber Company three-quarters of a mile away. The 
passengers were fed with cheese, crackers, bologna, bread, canned meat, and coffee. A phono-
graph appeared and a party atmosphere ensued with music and dancing. After three days they 
were rescued and brought to Portland. 

The storm hit Troutdale in the form of ice. The storm blanketed buildings and streets with a thick 
sheet of ice, dragging down power lines and trees. 

A view of Columbia Street (now Historic 
Columbia River Hwy) looking west. Buildings 
on the left are the Fox Bros. Store (Aaron, Milt, 
Manny), meat market, Tiller Hotel, Helming Sa-
loon. 

Jess Coons

Oregon Washington Railroad & Navigation Train No. 12

THS EVENTS 
  

February 19
Fun Facts About Artifacts

& The Great Roundup
Presented by Julia Warner,

Twila Mysinger, and Julie Stewart
Sam Cox Building, 1102 E Hist. Col. Riv. Hwy

2pm

February 28
Edgefield History Pub

Time & Topic: TBD 

http://troutdalehistory.org
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/events
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The THS volunteers were in for a treat when 
Trisha and Jeff Neiger hosted a volunteer 
luncheon at the beautiful home of Trish's 
father, Albert Cook. Trisha, a professional 
chef, served up an Italian fare of lasagna, 
Caesar salad, hors d'oeuvres, drinks, and 
pumpkin cheesecake. It was enjoyed out 
on their deck on an unusually warm day in 
September. Thank you Trisha and Jeff for 
hosting this party to honor the volunteers 
and the many hours they devote to THS.  

THS Volunteer 
Appreciation
Luncheon

Helen Wand, THS President & 
Al Cook, THS Member

THS Volunteers

Kelly Broomall, Board Member & Maintenance;
Twila Mysinger, Curator; Marilee Thompson, Trea-

surer; Julia Warner, Curator

Len Otto, Board Member; Margaret 
Rice, Fundraising

Norm & Charlene Thomas, Docents

Dwayne & Sharon Munyan, Docents; Julie 
Stewart, Curator

Hazel Webb, Docent; Melba Klinker, Docent; Angie 
Ballard; Bev Law, Docent; Sharon Strickland, Docent; 

Gloria Quipotla, Docent
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President's Message

358 MEMBERS OF THE
TROUTDALE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Help us reach our goal of 500 

members! 

Are you a member?
Give a gift of membership to the 

next generation,
friends, family or become a 
member by clicking here.

Troutdale Historical Society Troutdale Historical Society 
Board Members & StaffBoard Members & Staff

Executive Board
President: Helen Wand
Vice President: Dave Ripma
Treasurer: Marilee Thompson
Secretary: Jason Cawood
Board Members
Joy Beldin, Kelly Broomall, 
Diane Castillo-White, Jean Ice, Erin 
Janssens, Sharon Nesbit, Len Otto, 
Bruce Stannard
Past Presidents
Norm Thomas, Erin Janssens, Bettianne 
Goetz, Sharon Nesbit, Len  Otto, Dave 
Ripma
Staff
LeAnn Stephan, Executive Director
Office Hours: M-Th 9a-5p; Fri 9a-1p

Helen Wand, President

Fred Meyer Rewards Card Fred Meyer Rewards Card 
 www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards

THS gets contributions from 
Fred Meyer.

Please enroll, using our non-profit #JA801.

AMAZON SMILEAMAZON SMILE
Go to http://smile.amazon.com

Simply select 
Troutdale Historical Society

as your charity.
Shop as you normally would.

THS receives a contribution from Amazon.

January - March 2023

Renew your membership or
 donate through our website? 

Click on the links below. 
Donations

Memberships

Barn Exhibit HallBarn Exhibit Hall
Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 3pm

 Sunday 1 - 3pm
Closed: Monday & Tuesday

Harlow HouseHarlow House
 Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 3pm

 Sunday 1 - 3pm
Closed: Monday & Tuesday

Depot Rail MuseumDepot Rail Museum
 Monday - Thursday 9am - 3pm

 Friday - Sunday 9am - 5pm

WINTERWINTER
MUSEUM HOURSMUSEUM HOURS

October - AprilOctober - April

Donations for 2022 $1090
Thank you for continued support in our BottleDrop 

fundraiser. 

Another way to support
 TROUTDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETYTROUTDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pick up BottleDrop blue bags at the Barn Exhibit Hall. 
Look for the box of bags outside on the bench - Fill with 
redeemable empty bottles and cans and drop off at 
any BottleDrop location. Funds will automatically be 
deposited and donated to THS. 

East County Drop-off Locations:
 

Wood Village Redemption Center
23345 NE Halsey Street
Wood Village, OR 97060
Gresham Redemption Center
1313 E Powell Blvd. 
Gresham, OR 97030 

Well here we are in a brand new year with a clean slate. THS had a good year in 2022 with several long 
awaited accomplishments - reopening all three museums, especially the Depot Rail Museum, and the 
beginning of window repairs at the Harlow House.

It is with regret we bid good-bye to our part-time administrative assistant, Tracy Gibbons, whose pres-
ence was invaluable. She brought a great deal of administrative knowledge as well as her bubbling 
exuberance and pleasant smile. 

We have our programs planned for 2023 starting with our first one Sunday, February 19, “Facts About 
Artifacts,” with Julia Warner, Twila Mysinger, and Julie Stewart discussing the inner workings of how 
a museum inventories and curates their antique treasures. There will be artifacts and photos on dis-

play as well as a short program. All programs will be in the Sam Cox 
building at Glenn Otto Community Park. The second program is our 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 16, "The Flood of '48" commemo-
rating its 75th Anniversary presented by Len Otto. The third program 
will be Sunday, October 22, “Tad Talks”. For this event we encourage 
everyone to bring their stories regarding this iconic restaurant, Tad’s 
Chicken 'n Dumplins; aka Tad’s Chic Dump. I suspect there will be 
some interesting tales. 

We will have shortened museum hours during the winter, but will still 
need to staff the museums with docents. If you are interested in do-
nating a few hours to the museum as a docent, as well as helping 
with some administrative tasks, please contact LeAnn at troutdalehis-
tory@gmail.com. We are also looking for a person with grant writing 
experience to spearhead a committee for that purpose.

                                   Happy New Year!

http://www.troutdalehistory.org/store/p61/Troutdale_Historical_Society_Membership.html
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/membership
http:// www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=201365360
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/make-a-donation
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/membership
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/museums.html
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Trish Winkler Bilesimo
Annell Carlson

Ronnie & Howard Dick
Jean Drake

FedEx Ground-Troutdale
Charlotte Freeman

Laura & Jacob Heilman
Bonnie Jepsen
Dorothy Keefe

Richard & Judy Knarr
Wilma Konkell

Glen & Sally Mackey
Mike & Andrea Mershon

Twila Mysinger
Don Nelson

Vickie Nesbit & Terry Weiner
Joann Otto

Carol & George Perry
Ristorante Di Pompello

Mike & Margaret Rice
Ray & Carla Robertson

Carolyn Rundorff
Julie Stewart

Marge Stewart
Norm & Charlene Thomas

Helen Wand
Richard Weill
Daphne Wood

  RENEWING MEMBERSRENEWING MEMBERS

Lisa Bryan
Laura Solinsky

Thom & LeeAnn Rosenbarger
Eileen Thiel

  NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS

DONORS - GENERAL FUNDDONORS - GENERAL FUND

Kelly & Karla Broomall
Annell Carlson

Marjeanne Cartisser
Columbia River Gallery - Donna Erwin

Charles & Sharon Ellis
DeeDee Hansen

Sally Hicks
Wilma Konkell

Mary & Mark Malloy 
Doug & Elise McGuire

Mike & Andrea Mershon
Twila & David Mysinger

Roger Nordlund
Joann Otto

Ray & Carla Robertson
Kay Struckman

Marilee Thompson
Andrea Welsh

Dave Ripma
In Honor of

Robert, Jr & Vera Strebin

DONORS - MEMORIAL FUNDDONORS - MEMORIAL FUND

Mary & Dennis Bryson
In Memory Of

Louise Dix

Joann Otto
In Memory Of
Jerry Lambert

Joann Otto
In Memory Of

Glenn & Helen Otto

January - March 2023

CAPTAIN'S CIRCLE LIFETIMECAPTAIN'S CIRCLE LIFETIME

Mike Alderson
Vera Ashley

Ken & Trish Atha
Joan Benner
Judith Bergan

Kelly & Karla Broomall
Nancy Callister Buley

Jason Cawood 
Ione Scott Clair

Stan Clarke
Janet Ege

Charles Ellis
Georgia Erdenberger

Kyle Fritzsinger
Bettianne Goetz

Joe & Peggy Gorciak
Greg & Sue Handy

Lynda Harvey
Karl & Bette Hayes

John Hillyard
Erin Janssens
Jean Jensen

Steve & Kim Kenney
Jeanette Kloos

Lael Larger
Steve & Judy Lehl

Shirley Jean Loeffel
Deanna Maughan

Doug & Elise McGuire
Brian McMenamin

Mike & Mary Alice McMenamin
Colleen Mershon

Dwain & Sharon Munyan
Sharon Nesbit

Sadie Riley
David Ripma & Mario Ayala

Irene Simons
 Robert Strebin
Kay Struckman

Marilee Thompson
Mike Weyhrich

Martha Wheeler
Kimberly Wolfer

James & Oie Workman

A new documentary film on building A new documentary film on building 
the Historic Columbia River Highway, the Historic Columbia River Highway, 
first scenic highway in the nation, pro-first scenic highway in the nation, pro-
duced by duced by Daniel Hill,Daniel Hill, is now available.  is now available. 
Daniel generously allowed us to post Daniel generously allowed us to post 
the video on our King of Roads web-the video on our King of Roads web-
site and it can be viewed at the Barn site and it can be viewed at the Barn 
Exhibit Hall. Exhibit Hall. 

The King of Roads (Series 2W)The King of Roads (Series 2W)

Mr. & Mrs. Claus literally had their hands 
and laps full on December 3 for Christmas 
at the Harlow House event. 

After a two-year absence, the Troutdale 
Historical Society brought back their an-
nual event complete with a gnome themed 
decor, hot wassail, cookies, and Mr. & 
Mrs. Santa Claus (Tom & Barbara Slyter).

There were many volunteers on hand to 
serve up the treats and help hand out the 
mini gnomes and candy canes to the kids.

Santa Claus,
Cookies, Wassail,

and a Historic House

This adorable family of four needed two laps to sit 
upon. Surprisingly no one is crying. 

https://rumble.com/v13w2fq-the-king-of-roads-series-2w.html
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WORKING LIKE THEY OWN THE PLACE WORKING LIKE THEY OWN THE PLACE (which they do)(which they do)
Meet Our New Volunteers

Date Estimation for Postcard

We Want You Back by Erin Janssens, Chair of Membership Committee

A response from the last issue "A Picture Says A Thousand 
Words:" 

On Facebook, Ben Carscallen, a photo/postcard collector of the 
Columbia River Gorge posted:

"The photo postcard in the article dates to 1920-1928. Ralph 
Gifford, the photographer who made that image, took over his 
father’s photo business in 1920, and by 1928 Ralph had left for 
California for motion picture. It doesn’t date the car, but certainly 
narrows it down."

Thank you Ben for narrowing down the date of this postcard. 

Gloria Quipotla heard how much fun it is to volunteer at THS from her line dance group. She 
is a docent every Saturday morning at the Barn Exhibit Hall and currently began working on 
the newspaper article clipping project. Last summer she split her volunteer time at the THS & 
Friends of the Columbia River Highway booths for the Edgefield Summer Concerts. 

Jeff & Trisha Neiger recently moved back to Troutdale. Trisha returned to her hometown 
after many years away. In an effort to reconnect with the community they came to THS and 
offered to volunteer. They are docents at the Barn Exhibit Hall most Fridays. In September 
they offered to host a volunteer luncheon at their home. Trisha, a professional chef, provided 
a yummy meal that volunteers are still raving about. 

Sharon Strickland, also a line dancer, is a docent at the Barn Exhibit Hall every other 
Wednesday morning. She recruited her friend Jean Jensen to clean the Barn Exhibit Hall and 
Harlow House Museum (including the bathrooms) in preparation for the events in December. 

John Grubb is another "Sharon Nesbit find." Many volunteers can trace their origins to a 
Sharon recruitment. John volunteers at the Barn Exhibit Hall every other Sunday. He even 
braved the weather to host the Barn during a snow storm.

Jodi Cox submitted a volunteer form to Tracy and offered to be a docent at the Barn Exhibit 
Hall. She has dedicated one Sunday per month out of her busy schedule to be a THS docent.

We appreciate and enjoy all of our volunteers and are grateful that many of them returned 
after the pandemic. 

We always have room for more vol-
unteers. If you would like to learn 
more about becoming a volunteer, 
visit our Becoming a Volunteer web 
page, fill out the volunteer form and 
mail it in,  or email troutdalehistory@
gmail.com, or call 503-661-2164  

Gloria Quipotla, Volunteer

While we are still getting our feet beneath us post COVID (fingers crossed), we are looking forward to seeing you again as we return 
to our normal schedule of programs, including McMenamins Edgefield HISTORY PUB returning in February. We’ve missed not 
only you, but two years of opportunities for new memberships and renewals. So, if you are up for renewal and haven’t yet, we hope 
you’ll do so. And, maybe consider giving an early charitable contribution to start the year off, or a late holiday gift of membership 
to someone you think would enjoy all that THS offers. We love to see our membership grow. Membership is a symbol of support, 
interest, engagement, generosity, community, belonging, and pride; and critical to carry history into the future. 

Most of all, we hope people are safe and healthy.  Many of us are still uneasy from the pandemic with such a long period of social 
distancing, or feel a bit like an awkward bear coming out of hibernation, hungry, and with social skills not as sharp as when it all 
began. So let’s make a date for the History Pub at Edgefield, Tuesday, February 28 and shake off the hibernation blues!

Please take a minute to renew your membership or become a member. You can send a check to 219 E Historic Columbia River 
Highway, Troutdale, OR 97060 or renew online by clicking HERE.

https://www.troutdalehistory.org/become-a-volunteer
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/membership-options
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Friends in History RememberedFriends in History Remembered

Ella Louise Dix - b. August 1, 1924; d. November 1, 2022

Yolanda Gloria Cereghino Nusser - b. July 16, 1930, d. July 7, 2022

Louise Dix

THS celebrates 50 years with a float in the 2018 Summerfest parade. Louise Dix, 
charter member of THS, rides the float with her daughter, Kathy Green at her side. 

1946, Yolanda and brother Richard pose 
for a photo at the farm on Troutdale 
Road.

Yolanda was born on July 16, 1930 to Ernest "Stephen" & Elizabeth "Lizzie" Cereghino. The 
Cereghino family, who immigrated from Italy, grew vegetables on a farm east of Troutdale Road 
from 1930 to 1970s. Yolanda married Gerald "Linn" Nusser on May 11, 1958. They had three chil-
dren - Dan, Julie, and Dori. 

Yolanda graduated from Troutdale Grade School in 1944. She was a faithful member of the 
Troutdale Historical Society since 2011. 

An oral history DVD of the Cereghino Family with their memories of farming in Troutdale and their 
Italian ancestry is available for purchase through our website. Click here to order online or visit our 
gift shop at the Barn Exhibit Hall. 

One of the few remaining Troutdale berry farmers, Louise Dix, died this past November. She was born in 
Gresham on  August 1, 1924 to Ezra and Alice Wall. She met her future husband, Bob Dix, at Gresham 
High School, both graduating in 1942. They were married on October 2, 1943 in Pocatello, Idaho. 

While Bob served in the Navy, Louise worked at a bank in LaJolla, California. When Bob was shipped 
out to sea, Louise returned to Gresham and continued to work in banking. The skills she learned during 
this time served her well in later years. Upon Bob's release from the Navy, they tried farming in Pleasant 
Home, Oregon, but after a few years they moved to Troutdale and purchased 40 acres on the ridge above 
the Sandy River that overlooked the Columbia River. It was a parcel of land that was once grazing land for 
cattle of nearby homesteaders. It would become a prosperous berry farm for over 40 years.

Louise and Bob had three children - Kathy Louise Green, Julie Ann Bybee, and Robin Jeffry. Raising three 
children did not stop Louise from helping out. With kids in tow, she would work alongside Bob in the fields. She kept records of every 
expenditure and income leaning on her skills from her banking years. During the 1950s and 60s, they employed many local teen-
agers during berry picking season. 

In 1968 Louise, Bob, and her mother in-law Louella, became charter members of the Troutdale Historical Society. Louise remained 
a faithful supporter of THS all her life. Ever the watchful bookkeeper, she was known to pay her membership dues in advance to 
make sure they were paid. 

As a mother of three, grandmother of eleven, and 
great-grandmother of twenty-five, she was greatly loved 
and admired. They say she was known to always have 
three things in her purse - Wrigley's Doublemint gum, pink 
lipstick, and tissues. 

Louise loved to travel, play golf, bird watch, crossword puz-
zles, ice cream and strawberries, and was a season ticket 
holder to Trail Blazer games, and a Mariner fan.

After the tragic loss of Robin (1984) and Julie (1995) a me-
morial trail was commemorated. "Robin's Way" trail leads 
from the Harlow House through Harlow Canyon up to what 
was their berry farm. It is now Strawberry Meadows subdi-
vision, built 1996-1999. 

DVD Oral History - Berry Growers in Troutdale, includes interview 
with Bob & Louise Dix. Available for purchase HERE. 

Omission in Carol Winkler's obituary in the last Omission in Carol Winkler's obituary in the last 
newsletter - Bill has another sister who has been a newsletter - Bill has another sister who has been a 
longtime THS member, longtime THS member, Trish Winkler Bilesimo.Trish Winkler Bilesimo.

https://the-troutdale-historical-society.square.site/product/v019-cereghino-family-troutdale/175
https://the-troutdale-historical-society.square.site/product/v017-berry-growers-interview/174?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=4
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THANK YOU BUSINESS SPONSORSTHANK YOU BUSINESS SPONSORS
Are you interested in becoming a Business or Corporate Sponsor? Visit our online store troutdalehistory.org, fill out the form from this 
newsletter, or call 503-661-2164 for more information. The logo of our Business and Corporate Sponsors are linked to their website 
through our website and digital ByGone Times quarterly newsletter. We proudly display the logos at all our events. 

Support our local history and become a Business or Corporate Sponsor!

Edgefield

January - March 2023

Troutdale Fulfillment - PDX9

http://www.leamydesign.com/
http://greshamfuneral.com/
http://www.greshamford.com/
http://dipompello.com/
https://www.orient-electric.com/
https://www.fedex.com/en-us/home.html
https://www.troutdalehistory.org/store/p61/Troutdale_Historical_Society_Membership.html
https://www.mcmenamins.com/edgefield
http://www.kmorealestate.com/
https://www.enviadventures.com/
https://www.firebirdbronze.com/
https://www.troutdalestation.com/
https://www.yeoldepubatthegorge.com/
https://www.taylormadetshirts.com/
http://www.pacificcrestconstinc.com/
https://www.dairyqueen.com/en-us/locations/or/troutdale/26814-se-stark-st/6300/
https://local.albertsons.com/or/troutdale/25691-se-stark.html
https://celebratemehomeonline.com/
https://www.banditstroutdale.com/
http://fujiifarms.com/


Non Profit
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Mail
Troutdale, OR

Permit #5

Change service
requested

Mail Address:
219 E Historic Columbia River Hwy.

Troutdale, OR 97060

Office Location:
732 E Historic Columbia River Hwy.

Troutdale, OR 97060

Phone: 503-661-2164
Email: info@troutdalehistory.org

Website: www.troutdalehistory.org

Mission Statement
To gather, preserve and make available 
material relating to the history of the 
community of Troutdale, the Sandy 

River, the Columbia River Gorge and 
nearby area; to stimulate interest in the 

knowledge of the locality's past.
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