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Mark
Your
Calendars!

December Christmas Open House
at Harlow House - December 4

November 20
Third Saturday of the
Month
All Museums
open 10-2
November 21
Program Meeting
Troutdale City Hall
2-4 p.m.
Tom Cowling talks
about “Ghost Logging
Towns on Bridal Veil
Creek.”
December 4
Holiday Open House
at Harlow House with
Santa Claus
11-4
January 16
Program Meeting
Troutdale City Hall
2-4 p.m.

Alec & Santa at a past
Christmas Open House.

Bring the kids or Grandkids and a camera and come
to the THS Annual Christmas House Open House at
Harlow House on December 4th from 11-4. Enjoy cookies, wassail and time with Santa. There also will be a
drawing for a beautiful quilt made by Mary Bryson. Tickets will be on sale until the day of the open house. They
will be available at the Depot Museum and at the November Program Meeting at City Hall on November
21.
Call the office at 503-661-2164 for more information. You can also put the tickets on a debit or credit
card and we will mail you your stubs.

Can I Have a Cookie?

We did it!...
The Multnomah County Museum Levy passed.
Thanks to all who supported this effort.

by Terry Huston
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The Director’s Chair
Do you believe it is almost time to carve the turkey? I don’t even remember October; it went so fast.
~
This has been a sad few
weeks with the loss of our
Penny Balch who fought so
hard to beat her disease.
She loved THS and THS
loved her back. She will be
greatly missed, but never
forgotten.
~
The building next to the
chamber office (that was
called the Chicken Inn
back in the 40s) is now
open as Ye Old Pub. They
are open from 11 a.m. to
midnight 7 days a week
and specialize in comfort
food and neighborhood
fun!...Check it out.

~
The mother of some of
our best friends growing up
in Troutdale, the
McManus family, passed
away on November 1.
Kenn, Darla, Diane &
Greg were always at our
house and vise versa. They
lived on Troutdale Road
just before Fujii Farms and
Diane and I would walk
back and forth to our
house on Jackson Park
sometimes several times a
day. (I think that Diane and
I seriously shortened her
mom’s life with our “Sweet
16” slumber party at their
house. Yes, there were
boys involved, but don’t
tell my mom).
Kenn and my oldest
brother Alex are the same

age, Diane and I are the
same age and Greg and
my youngest brother Bob
are the same age. Darla
married my cousin Gay
Melvin and they live in the
thriving metropolis of
Dufur.
There were many
baseball games, football
games and sleep overs
over the years and many
happy memories of these.
The thing I remember the
most about Ann is her
smile and her laugh. She
will be greatly missed.
~
Don’t forget Tom
Cowling’s program on
November 21st at City
Hall. It will be a good one!
~
Please come to Open

House at Harlow House on
Dec. 4. The ladies are
decorating the house with
board games and of course
a Christmas tree and all the
trimmings. Stop by and say
hello and thank the Tuesday Ladies for all the work
they do all year long keeping the House and the Barn
in ship shape.
~
Mark your calendars
for January 16 th for
Clarence Mershon’s
Women of World War II ,
part 2.
~
Have a Happy
Thanksgiving, eat lots and
GO BEAVERS! (and
DUCKS)
Terry

Penny Balch’s niece Kristine Wood wrote:
In honor of Penny, I have designed 2 shirts to enter into the Hanes Passionately Pink
for the Cure Contest. I don’t really care about the contest...I just wanted to create Tshirts that contained Penny’s quote “My fervent wish is that you continue to endure and
live tenaciously” and support the fight for Breast Cancer.
These shirts can be purchased online for $18 and 10% of each sale goes to the Susan
G. Komen Race for the Cure.
http://www.hanespink.com/gallery#/design/5073

http://www.hanespink.com/gallery#/design/5070

THS Welcomes New Office Assistant
Meet Geoff Westgaard, our new THS office Assistant. Geoff comes to us from
the Easter Seal Senior Community Service Employment Program. He has been
learning office procedures and re-building some of the office forms lost when
the computer crashed a few months ago. The most important one being our THS
brochures of all the museums. Welcome Geoff!

Remembering Penny
Penny Balch, past treasurer of the Troutdale Historical Society and an active member who participated in all Society activities for many years, passed
away on October 27, 2010.
Penny’s service as
treasurer was in the 1990s,
while I was President, so
she was always at our

board meetings. She was
a numbers person, keeping
meticulous records and
making clear reports, for
which we were all grateful.
The Society really owes
Penny a lot for her steadfast help in the prosecution
of our big embezzlement,
which occurred after Penny
was no longer treasurer.
She reconstructed the
transactions and totaled up

the damages in a way that
was clear to the judge, and
it resulted in THS ultimately
getting repaid. It literally
would not have happened
without Penny.
In later years, as her
health declined, Penny was
an inspiration. She continued to attend our meetings,
events, trips, and parties.
She bought a Jaguar, just
because she had always

wanted one. And she donated $1000.00 toward the
Centennial Arch when we
were raising money to build
it. For that, the name
“Penny Balch” will be on
the plaque in the base of the
Arch and is a perfect memorial to someone who did
so much for Troutdale and
the Historical Society.
by David Ripma

Penny Balch
Penny Kristine Balch,
mid-county resident and
longtime treasurer and
board member of the
Troutdale Historical Society, died of acute leukemia
on Oct. 27. She was 51.
A reception was held in
the Museum Barn Nov. 2.
Penny was active in our historical society for more
than 20 years, serving off
and on as treasurer, wrote
occasional grants and frequently took on special
projects. Though she was
no longer treasurer, we
called her back to examine
documents that led to the
conviction of a staff member who embezzled funds
from the society. She was
commended by the judge
for her thorough work.
She was born Aug. 9,
1959, in Portland to Robert and Leona Balch. She
graduated from Centennial
High School in 1977 where
she worked on the school
newspaper. She went on to
earn a Bachelor’s degree in

accounting from Portland
She wanted to
see completion
State University and
of
the
passed her Certified PubTroutdale Cenlic Accountant test but did
tennial Arch
not pursue the credential.
She worked for
and gave a
contribution to
Entercom Radio and volguarantee her
unteered there for special
name on the
events. She also worked
structure.
part time for an auction
S h e r y l
house and for the last two
Maydew reyears before her illness for
OnPoint Community
members: “She
let
me know
Credit Union.
she really
She suffered breast canwanted her
cer about 5 years ago. In
name on the
celebration of the end of
her treatment, she went out Penny Balch as Troutdale
arch, wanted that legacy
really bad, and we were
to buy a new car, thinking ParadesSmelt Queen
able to make sure that was
Toyota Camry, and bought
1998 she put on a flashy taken care of and that she
a Jaguar instead.
Her interest in her fam- red dress and a fish knew it was.”
She is survived by her
ily genealogy and history trimmed crown and was a
princess
in
the
Troutdale
mother;
brothers, Bobb
took her to the Troutdale
Historical Society. She also parade’s Smelt Queen and Balch of St. Helens, Mark
Balch of Portland and Wilcollected Barbie dolls, fur- Court float.
“In the almost 20 years liam Balch of Gresham; sisnished dollhouses made
doll dresses and miniature I knew Penny, including ter, Beth Wood of Castle
displays and costumes for the last time I saw her, she Rock, CO; and numerous
her nieces and nephews. was always smiling and nieces and nephews.
She collected and wore upbeat, ready to help, par- The family suggests donavintage hats and wrote ticipate, celebrate, and tions to the Knight Cancer
children’s books for her have fun,” said David Institute or to the Troutdale
Historical Society.
niece and nephew. In Ripma, past president.
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Eugene L. Bui
Eugene “Gene” L. Bui,
a former Troutdale mayor,
city councilor and community volunteer died on Oct.
20 in Redding, Calif. He
was 74.
Gene moved to
Troutdale in 1980 and was
appointed to the city’s bud-

get committee. He was
later appointed to the
Troutdale City Council.
While he was serving on
the council he developed a
non-malignant brain tumor
– his second brain tumor
in eight years – that left him
legally blind. His wife,
Nancy, read all the city
documents to him aloud
before each council meeting.
Gene was elected

mayor in 1992, succeeding Mayor Sam K. Cox.
Gene took office in January 1993 but caused controversy shortly afterward
by making remarks about
gay employees in regard to
an anti-gay rights initiative
promoted by the Oregon
CitizensAlliance.
Gene was a board
member of the Troutdale
Historical Society and liked
to bring a small brass sec-

Congratulations! Dave Ripma
Congratualations to our
board member and Past
President, Dave Ripma, for
being elected back to the
Troutdale City Council.
Dave has been a driving
force with THS for many
years and can be seen driving his tractor in the
Summerfest parade, bringing refreshment on a trek
and was one of the major
factors in getting the Centennial Arch built in
Troutdale. (Along with a
cast of many others).

We are still selling raffle tickets for the handmade
quilt made and donated by Mary Bryson!
The tickets are $2 each, 3 for $5, 7 for $10
or 15 for $20.
Mail a check to THS 104 SE Kibling St. Troutdale,
OR 97060 or call the office at 503-661-2164 to put
them on your debit or credit card. Tickets will continue to be available at the Depot Museum Store until
the drawing on December 4 at Christmas Open House
at Harlow House from 11-4.

tion in Santa hats to play at
Harlow House Christmas
openings.
Gene served on the
Gresham Salvation Army’s
advisory board and taught
jazz in the Reynolds
School District.
He collected toy fire
trucks and drove a 1929
fire truck he purchased
from the Dallas, Ore. fire
department.
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Thanks from THS for your Support

Mission Statement:
To gather, preserve and make available material relating to the
history of the community of Troutdale, the Sandy River, the
Columbia River Gorge and nearby area: To stimulate interest in,
and knowledge of, the locality’s past.

Non Profit
Presorted
Standard Mail
Troutdale, OR

Troutdale Historical Society
104 SE KIbling St.
Troutdale, OR 97060
Phone 503-661-2164
www.troutdalehistory.org

Permit No. 5
Change service requested

THS Board of Directors
Scott Cunningham, President
Mona Mitchoff, Vice President
Jean Holman, Secretary
Tom Graves, Treasurer
David Ripma, Past President
Sheryl Maydew, Bookkeeper
Jean Hybskmann
Helen Wand
Jean Ice
Mary Bryson, Curator
Paula Goldie
Paul Thalhofer
Greg Handy
Sue Handy
Volunteer Staff
Terry Huston, Director
Geoff Westgaard, Office Assitant
Doneva Shepard, Genealogist
Jennifer Munson, Librarian
Terry Huston, Newsletter
Adrienne Clausen, Volunteer Host
Coordinator
Dave Munson, Maintenance

Thank you for your donations

Our Thanks...from THS...to the
following for their support

Operating:
Evelyn Schmidt on behalf of the
J. Frank Schmidt Family Charitable Foundation
Larry & Rosie (Scofield) Puderbaugh
Business Sponsor:
Judy Jones-Tad’s Chicken ‘n Dumplins
In Memory of Penny Balch
Dennis & Frieda Ryland
David Covell
Daniel & Kimberly Lindquist
In Memory of Gertrude Carter
Suzie Benson

Centennial Monument Is Up!!!
The permanent plaque should be in
place in a few weeks.

We need help with the Newsletter. If anyone wants to write stories or take pictures at THS events,
please call the office at 503-661-2164. Leave a message if no one answers!

